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On Oct. 25, the Episcopal Conference, comprised of Nicaragua's 11 Roman Catholic bishops,
released a statement warning against the deteriorating economic and political situation. "There is
a growing frustration in broad sectors of the population regarding the use and future of the vote
cast last Feb. 25 and of the implementation of measures and programs different from that for which
they voted," the statement said. The bishops said that power must be exercised in reality by those
who were elected to do so, and their program must not place "the economic above human dignity."
According to the statement, Nicaraguans' frustration is grounded in the fact reconciliation has not
occurred, even within "the sectors who offered...a unity government," an open reference to wellknown disputes between supporters of President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, and Vice President
Virgilio Godoy. The bishops also expressed concern over "serious social and moral deterioration,"
demonstrated not only by abuse of alcohol and other drugs, but also "by the appearance of terrorist
forces" which, if not detained, will lead Nicaragua into "greater suffering and hatred." (Basic data
from AP, Notimex, AFP, 10/25/90)
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